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ly inhabited part of the village. The ground thus selected en-
croached upon the ancient burying ground of the Prairie, so that
the inhabitants were obliged to remove their dead to another
place.

During the winter of 1816 or early in the spring of 1817, Lieut.
Col. Talbot Chambers arrived at Fort Crawford, and assnmed the
command, and the houses in the village being an obstruetion to
the garrison, in the spring of 1817, he ordered those houses in front
and about the fort to be taken down by their owners, and removed
to the lower end of the village, where he pretended to give them
lots. When Gen. Smythe first arrived at Prairie du Chien, he
arrested Michael Brisbois then the most prominent citizen of the
Prairie, and placed him under a guard of soldiers for several
days, charging him with treason, for having taken up arms against
the United States.  After keeping him in duress for several
days, he was sent on hoard of a boat under a guard to St. Louis,
Gen. Smythe refusing to let Mrs. Brisbois send her husband a
package of beaver to raise money in St. Louis to pay his ex-
penses. The guard took him to St. Louis and landed him on the
levee, where they left him, not having delivered him over to the
civil anthorities, or instituted any proceedings against him, but
left him there without money or means to return home. But. Mr.
Brisbois was known in St. Louis, at least by reputation, and
readily found friends who assisted him to return home. During
his absence the commandant, who I believe was Lient. Col. Ham-
ilton, ordered Mrs. Brisbois and family out of her house, and
took possession of it in which to spread the contractor’s flour to
dry; and also took possession of Mr. Brisbois’ bake-house, with
abont two hnndred cords of dry oven wood, which was used by
the commissary or contractor, for which aggressions and injuries
Mcr. Brisbois received no compensation.

Although in a time of peace, and our Government had received
the country by treaty stipulation, the officers of the army treated
the inhabitants as a conquered people, and the commandants as-




